Expert Group- Weather and Climate in Sargodha, Pakistan

Figure 1:Developed using Google Maps

In Pakistan, agriculture is the largest sector of the economy, and all of Pakistan’s people
depend on farmers for their food. The main crops that are produced are wheat, sugarcane,
rice, and maize. Of all the crops grown here, however, wheat is the biggest agricultural
crop by far. The Sargodha region is known for being a major grain producer, and the
main crop grown in this region is wheat. The season for growing wheat begins in
February and runs through the beginning of August. As there is not always enough
precipitation to water wheat crops throughout the growing season, wheat farmers will
irrigate their wheat crops by flooding their fields with water.
Sargodha is the 11th largest city in Pakistan. It is also known as the City of Eagles. There
are approximately 1.5 million people who live in this city (as of the last census in 2017),
with another 3.9 million people living in the outlying towns. The Sargodha region
includes 60 towns which lay on mostly flat fertile plains, and the Jhelum river flows on
the western and northern sides of the region. It is 189m/ above sea level.
Weather and Climate:
Weather and climate are different. Weather helps you decide what to wear when you go
outside, and climate helps you know which clothes to have ready for possible weather
conditions during that season. Weather is what is happening outside right now in the
atmosphere. Climate is an average of the weather conditions over the past, and usually
includes at least 30 years of weather data to determine these typical conditions. Watch
this short video to learn the difference between weather and climate.
Sargodha is known as a local steppe climate. A steppe is a dry, grassy plain that is found
in temperate climates, between the tropics and the polar regions. In the U.S., steppe

climate zones are found in the Midwest, in states such as Kansas. Steppe climates are
semi-arid, meaning that they receive about 25-50 cm/10-20 inches of precipitation per
year. In the summer months, it can get extremely hot, and the winters are fairly mild.

Figure 2: Global Climate Zones/ Image credit: Creative Commons

The graph below helps to show what the climate is like in Sargodha, Pakistan.

Figure 3: Sargodha Weather by Month/ Image Credit: Climate-Data.org

Now you know the difference between weather and climate, and also a lot about the
climate in Pakistan and in the region around Sargodha. You will be ready to contribute to

your Project Team by helping them know what the climate is like during the wheat
growing season for this region.

Resources:
- Encyclopedia Britannica: Sargodha
- Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
- National Geographic: Steppe climate

